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ABSTRACT

This paper studies a redistribution channel for the transmission of monetary policy. Using
a tractable OLG setting in which the government is a net debtor, we show that standard
open market operations (OMO) conducted by Central Banks have significant revaluation
effects that alter the level and distribution of wealth in the economy and the real interest
rate. Specifically, expansionary OMO generate a negative wealth effect (the private sector
as a whole is a net creditor to the government), increasing households’ incentives to save
for retirement and pushing down the real interest rate. This, in turn, leads to a substitution
towards durables, generating a temporary boom in the durable good sector. With search
and matching frictions, a form of productive investment is added to the model and the fall
in interest rates causes an increase in labour demand, raising aggregate employment. The
mechanism can mimic the empirical responses of key macroeconomic variables to
monetary policy interventions. The model shows that different monetary interventions
(e.g., OMO versus helicopter drops) can have sharply different effects on activity.
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INTRODUCTION

A central question in monetary economics is how monetary policy interventions transmit
to the real economy. This paper contributes to the literature by quantitatively studying a
redistribution channel for the transmission of monetary policy that has been unduly
glossed over by the literature. Using a tractable quantitative model, the paper shows that
this redistribution channel can account for a significant fraction of the empirical response
of key macroeconomic aggregates to monetary policy interventions.

An important element for the transmission channel we emphasize is the rather
uncontroversial assumption (applicable to the United States and other industrialized
countries) that the government is a big net debtor in the economy (while households as a
whole are net creditors!). Overlapping generations of households consume durable and
non-durable goods and work and save for retirement through bond, money holdings, and
durable goods.? A temporary expansion in monetary policy carried out through open
market operations (OMO), whereby the central bank purchases government bonds,
pushes down the nominal interest rate and leads to a temporary increase in prices. This
price adjustment, needed to close the gap between money supply and demand, causes a
downward revaluation of the government debt, generating a negative wealth effect for
the household sector.? The fall in private wealth induces households to save a larger
fraction of their income, as they seek to restore their retirement savings, pushing down
the real interest rate. This in turn leads to a substitution towards durable goods,
generating a boom in the durable good sector. With search and matching frictions, job
vacancies are a form of productive investment, as they create durable employment
matches. The decline in the real interest rate thus increases the demand for both durables
and productive investment, leading to an increase in aggregate employment and output.

The emphasis on durable goods in the model is motivated by the empirical finding that
the response of activity to monetary policy is almost entirely driven by the response of
the durable good sector. The introduction of search and matching frictions, while not
necessary for the qualitative results, adds realism and generates significant persistence in
the responses of economic variables to monetary policy, in line with the empirical
evidence. (We study versions of the model with and without search and matching
frictions.)

1 US households tend to hold bank deposits, while banks hold government bonds; we implicitly assume that competitive banks fully
pass-through their losses to households and accordingly, in the model, we merge the household and banking sectors.

2 Bond and money holdings are imperfect substitutes.

3 Though the intervention redistributes wealth towards the very young and poor, we argue that the dominant effect is the
redistribution from the household sector to the government.



The redistributive channel in our model is motivated by Doepke and Schneider (2006a)’s
empirical study, which points out that inflationary episodes can cause significant
revaluations of assets and redistributive effects from wealthy, middle age and old
households towards the government (the main debtor) and poor, young households.
Similar results are found by Adam and Zhu (2014) for European countries and Canada.?
Despite their stark findings, the literature and the profession at large have not
incorporated redistributive elements in standard monetary policy analysis. In this paper,
we show that this redistributive effects can have sizeable macroeconomic effects.

We proceed in two steps. First, building on Gertler and Karadi (2015)’s identification
strategy, we empirically show that following an unexpected monetary policy expansion,
the real value of public debt falls and the price level increases; > furthermore, we
corroborate that the durable good sector is the key driver of the response of real activity
to monetary policy expansions, and show that nondurables and services display virtually
no response. Second, we develop a tractable model to quantitatively study the aggregate
effects caused by the revaluation of government liabilities due to monetary policy
interventions. We show that the model generates responses that are in line with the
empirical results: in particular, it leads to a boom driven by the durable good sector and a
decline in the real value of public debt. An important element in the model is the presence
of a government sector; despite playing a very passive role, its presence is relevant as it
leads to a redistribution of wealth away from the private sector—as well as across
households—causing a fall in real interest rate and a boom in durables.

An open issue is of course what the government does with its windfalls.® Following
standard assumptions in the literature, the government in our model is a passive agent;
in particular, the model abstracts from government consumption and assumes that the
Treasury follows a balanced budget policy, using the increased net income flows to finance
a persistent reduction in (non-distortionary) taxes. While these tax cuts help to
compensate households for their wealth losses, they do not undo the redistributive
effects. In particular, old agents emerge as the biggest losers from the operation whereas
future (unborn) generations benefit the most. In between these extremes are agents who
are in the working phase of their lives when the shock hits. They suffer a negative

4 Relatedly, Coibion, Gorodnichenko, Kueng and Silvia (2012) find that monetary expansions reduce inequality, as measured by Gini
coefficients, suggesting a redistribution away from wealthier individuals.

5 Our results show a swift and significant response of the aggregate price level (CPI), without the so called “price puzzle” resulting from
other identification strategies.

6 An expansionary OMO improves the financial position of the government via two channels. First, an increase in prices reduces the
real value of government debt. Second, the operation increases the Central Bank’s bonds holdings and consequently its stream of
interest revenues, which are transferred to the Treasury as they are accrued. In the data, these remittances amount to an average of
two percent of government expenditures per year, with high variability over time. The Treasury eventually rebates the money to
households, but the beneficiaries are not necessarily the same as those who suffered the negative wealth effect, so when the expansion
happens, the negative wealth effect dominates. In standard treatments of helicopter drops, tax rebates are carried out in the period
the monetary expansion takes place; as the rebate benefits only the working agents, they enjoy a positive wealth effect, which leads
to a reduction in hours work and a bust in activity.



revaluation of their retirement savings but do not receive full compensation from the
Treasury once they retire. So, on net, living agents lose and this breakdown of the
Ricardian equivalence (Barro 1974) leads to the non-neutrality of money.

Our model highlights that the real effects of open market operations can be sharply
different from the effects of “helicopter drops”, that is, tax cuts financed by an increase
in the money supply, even though the effects of the two policies on nominal interest rates
and prices are similar; an expansionary helicopter drop causes a bust in durables and a
decline in output and hours. The difference, as will become clear, is driven by the
distributional effects the two policies generate. Our analysis takes Doepke and Schneider
(2006a)’s results one step further as it shows that the macroeconomic effects stemming
from the revaluation of wealth will ultimately depend on how the policy is implemented.

We conclude by stressing that our model can complement the New Keynesian (NK) model
and indeed help in addressing the criticism levied by Barsky, House, and Kimball (2007)
against the NK mechanism. These authors integrate durable goods into an otherwise
standard sticky-price framework and show that when durables’ prices are relatively
flexible (as appears to be the case in the data), the model generates a counterfactual
decline in durables following an expansionary monetary shock.’ By allowing for
redistributions, our model provides a mechanism that counteracts the channel highlighted
by Barsky et al. (2007) and can thus generate a boom in durables even when their prices
are flexible, helping the standard NK model in mimicking the empirical response.

The paper is organized as follows. Section 2 reviews the literature. Section 3 presents and
discusses the main empirical facts that motivate key features of our model. Section 4
introduces the model. Section 5 performs various numerical exercises and discusses the
findings in light of the empirical evidence. Section 6 offers concluding remarks.

RELATION TO THE LITERATURE

Our baseline model relies on a frictionless setting with flexible wages and prices. As
emphasized by Woodford (2012) in his influential Jackson Hole symposium paper, in
standard modern, general-equilibrium, frictionless asset pricing models, open market
purchases of securities by Central Banks have no effect on the real economy. This result,
which goes back to Wallace (1981)’s seminal article, is at odds with the widely held view
that open market operations (OMO) by Central Banks affect interest rates—and at odds

7 Specifically, when durable goods’ prices are relatively flexible, as appears to be the case in the data, these models predict that
following a monetary expansion, non-durable purchases increase, while durable purchases, remarkably, decrease. In the case of fully
flexible durable prices, the predicted contraction in the durable goods producing sector is so large that the monetary expansion has
almost no effect on total aggregate output. See Klenow and Malin (2011) and references therein for a positive link between the
durability of the good and the frequency of price adjustment.



indeed with the very practice of Central Banks. The irrelevance result is easiest to see in
the context of a representative agent model, as explained by Woodford (2012);% however,
Wallace (1981)’s widely cited result applies to a more general setting with heterogeneous
agents. A key premise for Wallace’s irrelevance result, however, is that OMO by the
Central Bank are accompanied by fiscal transfers that ensure no change in the income
distribution following the monetary policy intervention. In other words, by construction,
distributional effects of OMO are muted by fiscal transfers that neutralize distributional
changes—and hence preclude any change in individuals’ decisions following the
intervention.®

The goal of this paper is to study the effects of monetary policy interventions when,
realistically, OMO are not accompanied by neutralizing fiscal transfers—nor is there a
complete set of state-contingent securities that would ensure an unchanged income
distribution following the policy intervention. The motivation is necessarily a practical one.
When researchers estimate the causal effects of monetary policy interventions, they do
not (cannot) abstract from or control for the distributional effects they cause—and there
is no accompanying fiscal policy that undoes them. Hence, to understand the effects of
those interventions on activity, researchers need to take into account the potential impact
of the redistribution caused by the policy intervention.

To better understand the importance of agents’ life cycle savings considerations, we also
study a limit case of our baseline model with an infinitely-lived representative agent. In
this limit case, monetary neutrality is obtained, as in Sidrauski (1967). This is because
agents suffering a revaluation effect on their financial assets are compensated in equal
amounts by current and future transfers from a fiscal authority rebating lump-sum
transfers, thus precluding wealth effects and any change in behavior. In the absence of
nominal rigidities, real wages and relative prices are thus entirely determined by real
factors. Nominal wage income and durable good prices therefore increase in tandem in
the presence of inflation, and the increase in nominal wage income exactly offsets the
desire to bring forward durable good purchases. This is true even though inflation does
reduce the real value of financial wealth.'® Money neutrality in our model obtains under

8 Suppose the central bank wishes to sell a risky asset (an asset with lower return in a bad state); one would think the private sector
would be in principle only willing to buy it at a lower price. However, in the frictionless settings analyzed by Woodford (2012), even if
the central bank keeps the risky asset, the risk does not disappear from the economy. The central bank’s earning on its portfolio are
lower in the bad state and this means lower earnings distributed to the Treasury (and hence higher taxes to be collected from the
private sector in the bad state). So the representative household’s after-tax income is equally exposed to risk, whether or not the
household buys the asset. Thus asset prices are unaffected by the open-market operation.

9 Wallace (1981) refers to this condition as “unchanged fiscal policy.” An unchanged fiscal policy in that context is one in which there
is no change in government consumption and no change in the income or wealth distribution. To implement Wallace’s OMO without
the redistributional effects, a Central Bank needs to ask the Treasury to change transfers and taxes in a particular way to keep the
income distribution unchanged. An alternative way of obtaining this result would be to have a complete set of contingent securities
that would undo any change in the income distribution.

10 Recall the assumption that the government makes lump-sum transfers from seigniorage revenues to agents. Following Weil (1991)’s
arguments, based on an endowment economy with helicopter drops, we show that also in an economy with production and durable
goods, the reduction in wealth caused by OMO is exactly offset by future increases in government transfers, which renders money
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the same conditions in which Ricardian Equivalence holds (Barro 1974). By (realistically)
precluding risk sharing of aggregate monetary policy shocks across generations, the model
yields money non-neutrality even with flexible prices.!!

The methodological strategy followed in this paper has much in common with the NK
literature (e.g., Christiano, Eichenbaum, and Evans, 2005): we construct a dynamic
equilibrium model and compare the responses to monetary policy shocks to those
obtained from a structural Vector Auto-Regressive (VAR) model.'> We argue that our
model can match many of the patterns in the data without relying on nominal rigidities;
the latter can, however, be easily added to the analysis.

The paper connects with a small but growing literature which seeks to study other
channels for the transmission of monetary policy that can complement the standard
channel based on nominal rigidities. Examples in this literature are Grossman and Weiss
(1983), Rotemberg (1984), and Alvarez and Lippi (2012), who study the role of
segmentation in financial markets and the redistributive effects caused by monetary
policy.'? Lippi, Ragni, and Trachter (2013) provide a general characterization of optimal
monetary policy in a setting with heterogeneous agents and incomplete markets. More
guantitative analyses can be found in Doepke and Schneider (2006b), Meh, Ros-Rull, and
Terajima (2010), Algan, Allais, Challe and Ragot (2012) and Gottlieb (2012). Like us, they
numerically analyze the effects of monetary policy and/or inflation in a flexible price
economy with aggregate dynamics and heterogeneous-agents. However, none of these
papers models open market operations or consumer durables, both key elements of the
transmission mechanism we highlight. More crucially, they do not consider the critical role
played by the government as net debtor, which leads to the negative wealth effect in the
private sector. The qualitative effects are also different: Doepke and Schneider (2006b)
and Meh et al. (2010) generate a contraction in activity following a monetary policy
expansion, whereas our model generates a boom in activity driven by the durable good
sector. Finally, the heterogeneity in these models typically requires computationally heavy
methods, which makes it difficult to incorporate shock processes that are realistic enough
for a comparison to responses from a structural VAR.** By contrast, our model is solved

neutral. This intuition is perhaps not too easy to see in Weil (1991) because of a key mistake in the derivation of the formula for money
holdings, going from equation 3.12 to 3.18, which blurs the interpretation.

1 Allowing for fiscal transfers to exactly offset the heterogeneous effects of monetary policy across different agents would restore the
money neutrality in our model. Realistically, however, monetary policy shocks are not accompanied by targeted fiscal transfers aimed
at undoing the monetary effects. Hence, to interpret the data and in particular the empirical evidence on the effect of monetary policy
interventions, one cannot assume away the redistributional effects of monetary policy.

12 Models in the New-Keynesian literature rarely allow for household heterogeneity due to computational challenges. An exception is
Gornemann, Kuester and Nakajima (2012) who study monetary policy shocks in a model with sticky prices and uninsurable labor market
risk. Other exceptions are McKay and Reis (2013) and Ravn and Sterk (2013).

13 In our model, there is no financial segmentations: all agents can in principle participate in financial markets, though naturally some
may endogenously choose not to hold any positions.

14 Doekpe and Schneider (2006) and Meh et al. (2010) model a one-time, unanticipated inflationary episode rather than recurring
monetary policy shocks. Algan et al. (2012) and Gottlieb (2012) discretize the monetary shock process, giving rise to relatively stylized
dynamics.



quickly using standard linearization methods, allowing for a straightforward comparison
to VARs as well as New-Keynesian DSGE models. To achieve this, we follow a simple
stochastic ageing structure introduced in Gertler (1999), but work out a computational
strategy that allows for standard preferences.®®

Last by not least, our paper relates to recent work by Auclert (2015), who focuses on the
redistribution of wealth across agents with different marginal propensities to consume
and different exposure to interest rate changes. This is of course an important
redistribution channel, but distinct from the revaluation effect that we study. Our focus is
on the distribution away from the private sector (the negative wealth effect), which is
what drives most of our results—the redistribution across households plays a more
subdued role in our model. In terms of aggregate effects from the redistribution, we find
that the revaluation effect can have a large impact in the US economy, whereas Auclert
(2015) finds relatively small effects for the United States (the effects are larger for
countries with a prevalence of adjustable interest rates, like the United Kingdom).
Needless to say, the two mechanisms complement each other and should be taken into
account when evaluating redistributive effects of monetary policy.

3 EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE

In this Section we first revisit the empirical evidence on the effects of monetary policy
shocks on the macroeconomy, highlighting the role of durables and the government debt.
We do so by estimating a structural VAR model using Gertler and Karadi (GK, 2015)’s
identification strategy. The model, identification, and results are described in turn. Next,
we discuss the empirical evidence on redistributive effects from monetary policy.

3.1 MONETARY EXPANSIONS AND THE RESPONSE OF
DURABLES AND PRICES

Policy and academic discussions on the economic effects of monetary policy interventions
often rely on the relatively high sensitivity of the durables sector to interest rate changes.
We corroborate this premise by studying U.S. evidence using a VAR approach. We find
that monetary expansions lead to a boom in consumer durables, with little increase in
non-durables. This motivates the introduction of consumer durables in our model, as a
key variable in the monetary transmission mechanism. Further, we find that monetary

15 Gertler’s approach requires the utility function to be in a class of non-expected utility preferences, excluding for example standard
CRRA utility functions, whereas our model is instead compatible with the latter.
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expansions trigger a substantial and swift increase in prices, another important element
of the transmission mechanism which underlies a redistribution of wealth.1®

The empirical analysis for measuring the effects of monetary policy shocks relies on a
general linear dynamic model of the macroeconomy whose structure is given by the
following system of equations:*’

Y = Ya_1 AgY, s+ X5 BsPr g + 53/' (1)
P, =3%3_ CYis+X¥5_ DPr_ + €. (2)

Here, Y; is a vector of non-policy variables, P, is a policy indicator, Ag, B, C; and Dy are
coefficient matrices, € is a vector of reduced-form residuals associated with the non-
policy block of the VAR, and ef is the residual of the policy equation. The reduced-form
residuals are linear combinations of structural shocks:

: @)

where vtp is a monetary policy shock, vty is a vector of other structural shocks, and W is an

unknown matrix which governs the contemporaneous impact of structural shocks on the
variables in the VAR.'® Together, Equations (1), (2) and (3) state that the variables in the
VAR depend on lagged values of Y and P, as well as on the structural shocks.

The coefficient matrices A, B, C5 and D are estimated by Ordinary Least Squares (OLS)
and do not depend on how the contemporaneous effects of structural shocks are
identified. Following GK, we use monthly data starting in July 1979, when Paul Volcker
took office as chairman of the Federal Reserve System, and end the sample in July 2012.
Also following GK, we include twelve lags of data and use the one-year rate on
government bonds as the policy indicator. The non-policy variables in the system include
the seasonally adjusted Consumer Price Index (CPI), as well as expenditures on durables
and non-durables, both seasonally adjusted and deflated with the CPI. Further, we control
for the Gilchrist and ZakrajSek (2012) excess bond premium, following GK. Finally, we
include total public debt, deflated by the CPI, which is relevant for the monetary
transmission mechanism that we study.® This data series has been retrieved manually

16 A typical finding in earlier empirical studies is a puzzling gradual decrease of prices following an expansionary monetary shock.
However, many of these studies exploit a recursive identification strategy which restricts prices to respond only with a one-period lag
to the shock. Our results highlight the limitations of such restrictions.

17 See for example, Olivei and Tenreyro (2007) and the references therein.

18 Shocks are assumed to have zero mean and to be uncorrelated among each other and over time. Independence from
contemporaneous economic conditions is considered part of the definition of an exogenous policy shock. The standard interpretation
of vP is a combination of various random factors that might affect policy decisions, including data errors and revisions, preferences of
participants at the FOMC meetings, politics, etc. (See Bernanke and Mihov 1998).

19 We have also estimated specifications extended with Industrial Production and the Civilian Unemployment Rate, and obtained very
similar results.



from the Monthly Statements of Public Debt of the United States, available online via

www.treasurydirect.gov.

A standard assumption to identify the effects of a monetary policy shock is that non-policy
variables respond to the shock only with a lag, which amounts to the assumption that the
right column of W consists of zeros except for its bottom element. While this “recursive
identification” assumption is debatable in general, it is especially ill-suited for our
purposes, since the redistribution channel that we study relies on a change in prices when
a monetary shock hits, which is ruled out by assumption under the recursive identification
scheme. We therefore resort to an alternative approach proposed by Gertler and Karadi
(2015), which we describe below.

3.2 HIGH-FREQUENCY IDENTIFICATION OF MONETARY
POLICY SHOCKS

Our approach to identifying monetary policy shocks follows GK, who use the methodology
of Mertens and Ravn (2013). A key element of the approach is the use of an instrumental
variable which is correlated with the monetary policy shock, vf, but not with the other
macroeconomic shocks, contained in v} The instrument used is the change in the three-
month ahead futures rate during a 30 minute window around announcements by the
Federal Open Market Committee (FOMC).2921

The instrumental variables estimator is implemented following a simple two-stage
procedure. The first stage is to regress the reduced-form policy residual ef on the
instrument. The fitted value of this regression, denoted éf, captures variations in the one-
year interest rate that are purely due to monetary policy surprises around FOMC meetings.
The second stage is to estimate the linear model 83/ = lppéf + &, where &; is a vector of
i.i.d. residuals and ¥? is a vector of coefficients, which captures the impact on the non-
policy variables of a monetary surprise associated with a unit increase in the policy
instrument. Up to a scaling’s factor, the right column of W is thus estimated as [1])7’; 1],
where 1P is the OLS estimate of 1. Given this vector and the estimates of A, B, Cs and
D, Impulse Response Functions (IRFs) can be computed by iterating on the VAR. We scale
the IRFs such that the one-year rate declines by 75 basis points on impact.

The estimated IRFs are depicted in Figure 1, together with 90 percent confidence bands.
Following the monetary expansion, prices increase quickly by about 50 basis points, a
substantial increase. Thus, our results do not exhibit a “price puzzle”.?? Further, there is a

20 The data series for the instrumental variable is taken from GK, who convert the surprises to a monthly frequency using a weighting
procedure which accounts for the precise timing of each FOMC within the month. The instruments are available over the period 1990-
2012.

21 See Gurkaynak, Sack and Swanson (2005) for an early analysis of the effects of monetary surprises using the high-frequency approach.
22 For other VAR approaches that avoid the price puzzle, see e.g. Bernanke, Boivin and Eliasz (2005) and Castelnuovo and Surico (2010).
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large, somewhat gradual increase in durables expenditures, up to about 2 percent. By
contrast, the increase in non-durables expenditures is small and insignificant. On impact,

non-durables even decline significantly. Furthermore, public debt shows a large and
significant decline.?

Figure 1: Responses to an Expansionary Monetary Policy Shock in the VAR.
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3.3 REDISTRIBUTIVE EFFECTS OF MONETARY POLICY
A main goal of our paper is to study the redistributive effects of monetary policy and their
impact on aggregate variables in a quantitative model. A number of recent empirical

papers substantiate our motivation. In particular, Doepke and Schneider (2006a)
document significant wealth redistributions in the US economy following (unexpected)

2 There is also a decline in the excess bond premium which is in line with the results of GK (given the size and the sign of the shock).
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inflationary episodes. Their analysis is based on detailed data on assets and liabilities held
by different segments of the population, from which they calculate the revaluation effects
caused by inflation. The authors find that the main winners from a monetary expansion
are the government as well as poor, young households, whereas the losers tend to be
richer, middle age and older households (in their forties or above). Note that households
as a whole are net creditors and the government is a net debtor in the US economy. Adam
and Zhu (2014) document similar patterns for Euro area countries and Canada, and update
the results for the United States. As for the US economy, in most euro-area countries, the
household sector is a net creditor and the government is a net debtor.?*

Our model embeds these redistributive revaluation effects and brings two additional
considerations to the analysis. The first consideration is how these redistributive effects
alter the various demographic groups’ incentives to work, consume, and save in different
types of assets, the hiring decision of firms, and finally, how these changes affect the
macroeconomy. The second consideration is how the Treasury redistributes the higher
revenues stemming from an expansionary monetary policy intervention. These higher
revenues consist of i) higher value of remittances received from the Central Bank as a
result of the interest on bonds earned by the Central Bank; and ii) gains from the
revaluation of government debt—assuming the government is a net debtor. The
revaluation gains by the government can be large, as Doepke and Schneider (2006a)’s
calculations illustrate. The remittances are also considerable, amounting to an average of
two percent of total government revenues during our period of analysis, with significant
volatility. In the baseline model, we assume that these remittances are rebated to the
young (working agents), as in practice the taxation burden tends to fall on the working
population. However, the framework can be adjusted to allow for different tax-transfer
configurations.

An additional empirical paper motivating our analysis is Coibion et al. (2012), who find
that unexpected monetary contractions as well as permanent decreases in the inflation
target lead to an increase in inequality in earnings, expenditures, and consumption. Their
results rely on the CEX survey, and thus exclude top income earners. The authors however
argue that their estimates provide lower bounds for the increase in inequality following
monetary policy contractions. This is because individuals in the top one-percent of the
income distribution receive a third of their income from financial assets—a much larger
share than any other segment of the population; hence, the income of the top one-
percent likely rises even more than for most other households following a monetary
contraction.

2 Looking at the disaggregated data for households, the age at which households become net creditors differs across countries, with
the turning point being around 40-45.
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Consistent with these findings, in our model, monetary policy expansions cause a
redistribution of income from old agents, who rely more heavily on wealth, to young
agents and future tax payers. The consumption of goods by the young increases relative
to that of old agents following a monetary expansion. These results are more directly
examined by Wong (2014), who finds that total expenditures by the young increases
relatively to those of older people following a monetary policy expansion, the latter
identified through a recursive VAR assumption. In the Appendix, using a different
identification strategy, we study the responses by different demographic groups and
furthermore explore the differences in the responses of durables and nondurables by the
various groups. We find that indeed young households see an increase in expenditures
relative to old households and that this response is almost entirely driven by the
purchases of durable goods. These results lend support to the mechanism in our model,
which generates a relative increase in durable consumption by young (working) agents
vis-a-vis old (retired) agents following a monetary expansion.

MONETARY POLICY SHOCKS IN A TRACTABLE
HETEROGENEOUS AGENTS MODEL

We study the dynamic effects of monetary policy shocks in a general equilibrium model
which embeds overlapping generations and a parsimonious life cycle structure with two
stages: working life and retirement. Transitions from working life to retirement and from
retirement to death are stochastic but obey fixed probabilities, following Gertler (1999).
Financial markets are incomplete in the sense that there exists no insurance against risks
associated with retirement and longevity. As a result, agents accumulate savings during
their working lives, which they gradually deplete once retired. These savings can take the
form of money, bonds, and durable consumption goods.

The money supply is controlled by a Central Bank, who implements monetary policy using
open market operations, that is, by selling or buying bonds. Realistically, we assume that
the Central Bank transfers its profits to the Treasury. The Treasury in turn balances its
budget by setting lump-sum transfers to households. In this environment we study the
dynamic effects of persistent monetary policy shocks. We contrast our benchmark model
with an alternative economy in which the Central Bank uses “helicopter drops” of money
rather than OMO to implement monetary policy.

We solve the model using a standard numerical method.? This may seem challenging
given the presence of heterogeneous households and incomplete markets. In particular,
the presence of aggregate fluctuations implies that a time-varying wealth distribution is

2 Specifically, we use first-order perturbation, exploiting its certainty-equivalence property. See the appendix for details.
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part of the state of the macroeconomy. To render the model tractable, we introduce a
government transfer towards newborn agents which eliminates inequality among young
agents. 2 We show that aggregation then becomes straightforward and only the
distribution of wealth between the group of young and old agents is relevant for aggregate
outcomes. At the same time, our setup preserves the most basic life-cycle savings pattern:
young agents save for old age and retired agents gradually consume their wealth.

Another advantage of our model with limited heterogeneity is that it straightforwardly
nests a model with an infinitely-lived representative agent. One can show analytically that
monetary policy shocks do not affect real activity under the representative agent
assumption, provided that money and consumption enter the utility function separably.?’
This result is closely related to the fact that by construction redistributive effects are
absent in an economy without heterogeneity.

We consider two versions of the model. The baseline version does not incorporate any
form of product or labor market friction. Hence, the monetary transmission in the model
is very different to the transmission in New Keynesian models, which typically abstract
from demographics and household heterogeneity in wealth. We first discuss the baseline
model. In Section 4.8, we analyze a modified version of the model which incorporates
search and matching frictions in the labour market. Section 4.9 discusses a special case of
the model with a representative agent, in which the transmission mechanism falls apart
due to a lack of redistributional effects.

4.1 AGENTS AND DEMOGRAPHICS

We model a closed economy which consists of a continuum of households, a continuum
of perfectly competitive firms and a government, which is comprised of a Treasury and a
Central Bank. In every period a measure of new young agents is born. Young agents retire
and turn into old agents with a time-invariant probability p, € [0,1) in each period. Upon
retirement, agents face a time invariant death probability p, € (0,1] in each period,
including the initial period of retirement. The population size and distribution over the age
groups remains constant over time and the total population size is normalized to one. The
fraction of young agents in the economy, denoted v, can be solved for by exploiting the
implication that the number of agents retiring equals the number of deaths in the
population, i.e.

26 Wealth inequality among retired agents, as well as between young and old, is preserved in our framework.

27 This result by itself is not surprising, as (super)neutrality results for representative agent models with productive durables, have been
known since the seminal work of Sidrauski (1967) and Fischer (1979). Sidrauski (1967) shows that when money enters the utility
function separably, the rate of inflation does not affect real outcomes in the steady state. Fischer (1979) shows that under logarithmic
utility this is also true along transition paths. Under alternative utility functions this is generally not true, but in quantitative exercises
deviations from neutrality are often found to be quantitatively small, see for example Danthine, Donaldson and Smith (1987). In our
benchmark model we will assume logarithmic utility and thus focus on a different source of non-neutrality.
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PoV = px(1 =V + p,v). (4)

The age status of an agent is denoted by a superscript s € {n,y, 0}, with n denoting a
newborn young agent, y a pre-existing young agent, and o an old agent.

Households derive utility from non-durables, denoted ¢ € R*, a stock of durables, d €
R*, and real money balances, denoted m € R*. They can also invest in nominal bonds,
the real value of which we label b € R. Bonds pay a net nominal interest rate r € R*.

Young agents, including the newborns, supply labor to firms on a competitive labor market
whereas old agents are not productive. Durables depreciate at a rate § € (0,1) per period
and are produced using the same technology as non-durables. Because of the latter,
durables and non-durables have the same market price. All agents take laws of motion of
prices, interest rates, government transfers and idiosyncratic life-cycle shocks as given.
We describe the decision problems of the agents in turn.

4.2 OLD AGENTS

Agents maximize expected lifetime utility subject to their budgets, taking the law of
motion of the aggregate state, denoted by I, as given. Letting primes denote next period’s
variables, we can express the decision problem for old agents (s = 0) recursively and in
real terms as:

V°(a, ) = crg?nXbU(C' d,m)+ B — p,)EV°(a’,T")

s.t. (5)
ctd+m+b=a+1°
a' = (1-6)d+-1+ 02
1+m 1+m
c,d,m=>0,

where I7°(a, T') is the value function of an old agent which depends on the aggregate state
and the real value of wealth, denoted by a, [E is the expectation operator conditional on
information available in the current period, 8 € (0,1) is the agent’s subjective discount
factor,and ™ € R is the net rate of inflation. U(c, d, m) is a utility function and we assume
that Uj(c, d,m) >0, Ujj(c, d,m) < 0and limj_)OUj(c, d,m) = oo for j = ¢,d, m. Finally,
7% € R is a transfer from the government to an agent with age status s, so 7° is the
transfer to any old agent.

The budget constraint implies that old agents have no source of income other than from

wealth accumulated previously. Implicit in the recursive formulation of the agent’s

decision problem is a transversality condition gimIEtﬁt(l — px)Ucex; = 0, where x =
—00
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d, m,b and where U_; denotes the marginal utility of non-durable consumption. Finally,
we assume that agents derive no utility from bequests and that the wealth of the
deceased agents is equally distributed among the currently young agents.

4.3 YOUNG AGENTS

Young agents supply labor in exchange for a real wage w € R™ per hour worked. The
optimization problem for newborn agents (s = n) and pre-existing young agents (s = y)
can be written as:

V$(a,T) = max U(c,d,m)— (ﬂ + B(1 — p,)EVY(a',T") + Bp,(1 —
¢,d,m,b,h 1+x
px)EVO(a’,T")
s=n,y (6)
s. t.

c+d+m+b=a+wh+ 1P+ 75,

m n (1+7r)b

1+’ 1+’

a=01-6)d+

c,d,m=>0,

hl-HC
1+k
disutility obtained from hours worked, denoted h, with { > 0 being a scaling’s parameter

where young agents too obey transversality conditions. The term ¢

captures the

and k > 0 being the Frisch elasticity of labor supply. Bequests from deceased agents are
denoted 729; as before, 7% is a lump-sum transfer from the government. When making
their optimal decisions, young agents take into account that in the next period they may
be retired, which occurs with probability p,(1 — p,), or be deceased which happens with
probability p,p,. We thus assume that upon retirement, young agents may be
immediately hit by a death shock.

4.4 FIRMS

Goods are produced by a continuum of perfectly competitive and identical goods firms.
These firms operate a linear production technology:

Ve = hy. (7

Profit maximization implies that w; = 1, that is, the real wage equals one.
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4.5 CENTRAL BANK

Although we do not model any frictions within the government, we make a conceptual
distinction between a Central Bank conducting monetary policy and a Treasury conducting
fiscal policy. We make this distinction for clarity and in order to relate the model to real-
world practice.

The Central Bank controls the nominal money supply, M, € R*, by conducting open
market operations. In particular, the Central Bank can sell or buy government bonds. We
denote the nominal value of the bonds held by the Central Bank by B,_?b € R. The use of
these open market operations implies that in every given period the change in bonds held
by the Central Bank equals the change in money in circulation, that is,

ng - 321 =M, — M. 8

The Central Bank transfers its accounting profit—typically called seigniorage- to the
Treasury.?® The real value of the seigniorage transfer, labeled rgb € R, is given by:
cb
Tt = e, ©)
The above description is in line with how Central Banks conduct monetary policy, as well
as with the typical arrangement between a Central Bank and the Treasury. By contrast,
many models of monetary policy assume monetary policy is implemented using
“helicopter drops”, that is expansions of the money supply that are not accompanied by
a purchase of assets but instead by a fiscal transfer that is equal to the change in the
money supply. Modern monetary models are often silent on how monetary policy is
implemented and directly specify an interest rate rule. In our framework, however, the
specific instruments used to implement monetary policy are critical, since the associated
monetary-fiscal arrangements pin down redistributive effects and hence the impact of
changes in monetary policy on the real economy.

When we implement the model quantitatively, we simulate exogenous shocks to
monetary policy. We do so by specifying a stochastic process that affects the growth rate
of the money supply M;. The change in M, is engineered using open market operations.

4.6 TREASURY

The Treasury conducts fiscal policy. For simplicity, we abstract from government
purchases of goods and assume that the Treasury follows a balanced budget policy. The

government has an initial level of bonds B,_Lg_1 which gives rise to interest income (or

28 We abstract from operational costs incurred by the central bank.
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expenditure if the government has debt) on top of the seigniorage transfer from the
Central Bank. To balance its budget, the government makes lump-sum transfers to the
households, which can be either positive or negative. The government’s budget policy
satisfies:

g
Tt—lbt

Tﬂ.’t_l + Tgb. (10)

Vot + v(1 = po)ed + (1 — V)T

Here, the left-hand size denotes the total transfer. In particular, vp, T} is the total transfer
to the newborns, v(1 — po)rz is the transfer to pre-existing young agents and btg is the
real value of government bonds. The right-hand side denotes total government income.

For tractability we also assume that the government provides newborn agents with an
initial transfer that equalizes the wealth levels with the average after-tax wealth among
pre-existing agents, that is,

P =al +1, (11)

y

where a; = fi_s=y a; ¢+di is the average wealth among pre-existing young agents (before

transfers). Since before-tax wealth is the only source of heterogeneity among young
agents, all young agents make the same decisions and what arises is a representative
young agent. This implication makes the model tractable. Note that although we eliminate
heterogeneity among young agents by assumption, we do preserve heterogeneity
between young and old agents, as well as heterogeneity among old agents.

Finally, we assume that only productive agents are affected by transfers/taxes, i.e. we set
¢ = 0. This assumption is motivated by the reality that the majority of the tax burden
falls on people in their working life, due to the progressivity of tax systems.?®

4.7 MARKET CLEARING AND EQUILIBRIUM

Aggregate non-durables and durables are given by:
ct =vey + (1 —v)cp, (12)
d, =vd] + (1 —v)d?, (13)

where superscripts y and o denote the averages among young and old agents, defined
analogously to the definition of a¥.3° Clearing in the markets for goods, money and bonds

requires:

29 We have solved a version of our model in which instead taxes are proportional to wealth levels, and obtained results similar to the
ones obtained from our benchmark model. An alternative, behavioural assumption, suggested by David Laibson, would be to
realistically assume that agents are not aware of these future transfers. We do not follow this avenue here, but we highlight that this
would cause even bigger perceived wealth effects and intensify the aggregate responses we document.

30 Due to the transfer to newborns ¢! = ¢?, d¥ = d?, b} = b? and m} = mJ.

16



¢t +dy =vh! + (1 —8)d;_4, (14)
m; =vm) + (1 —v)my, (15)
0 = b8+ b® +vb! + (1 —v)b?. (16)
Finally, the size of the bequest received per young agent is given by:

y
bq __ PxAL+PoPxay

T oE a7
We are now ready to define a recursive competitive equilibrium:

Definition. A recursive competitive equilibrium is defined by policy rules for non-
durable consumption, c®(a,T), durable consumption, d*(a,T’), money holdings,
m3(a,T), bond holdings, b®(a,T), labor supply, h®(a,T), withs = n,y,0,cb, g, as
well as laws of motion for inflation, the nominal interest rate and the real wage,
such that households optimize their expected life-time utility subject to their
constraints and the law of motion for the aggregate state, the Treasury and Central
Banks follow their specified policies, and the markets for bonds, money, goods and
labor clear in every period. The aggregate state 'includes the value of the monetary
policy shock, the distribution of wealth among agents, as well as the initial holdings
of assets by households, the Treasury and the Central Bank.

4.8 ADDING SEARCH AND MATCHING FRICTIONS

In the baseline model described above, fluctuations in aggregate output due to monetary
policy shocks arise from labour supply effects. To appreciate this point, recall that labour
is the only input in production and note that the young households’ first-order condition

for labour can be written as:
wede = Chy,

where 4; is the Lagrange multiplier on the young households’ budget constraint which
measures the marginal utility of wealth. After a negative shock to wealth, A; increases,
which pushes up aggregate labour supply and therefore aggregate output. Vice versa, any
increase in aggregate output following a monetary expansion derives from an increase in
labour supply.3! Various empirical studies indicate that reductions in wealth can depress
labour supply, see e.g. Imbens, Rubin and Sacerdote (2001) and Holtz-Eakin, Joulfaian and
Rosen (1993). However, at high frequency and for small shocks, the labour supply
response may not be strong.

31 Recall that w, = 1, so any increase in h, must be accompanied by an increase in A,.
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We verify robustness of our transmission mechanism in an environment in which the
labour supply channel is suppressed completely. The new assumptions we introduce are
arguably more realistic and in line with the macro-labour literature. Specifically, we
introduce search and matching frictions in the labour market. Workers inelastically supply
labour if they have a job and firms hire workers by posting costly vacancies. Operational
firms make positive profits and hence firm equity is a valuable asset, which is a form of
savings to households alongside money, bonds and consumer durables.

We introduce matching frictions following the approach of Diamond, Mortensen and
Pissarides. Young agents can be either unemployed or matched with a firm.32 A separation
between a worker and a firm takes place if the worker retires at the end of the period. If
the worker does not retire, the match dissolves with an exogenous probability pg. The
overall separation rate, denoted g,, is therefore given by g; = p, + (1 —p,) ps.
Newborn agents enter the workforce as unemployed. It follows that the number of job
searchers in the economy, which we denote s;, is given by s; = p,v + (1 — p,)psne_q-
Hiring takes place at the beginning of the period, after aggregate and individual shocks
have realized, but before production takes place. The evolution of the employment rate
among young agents, denoted ng, is given by:

ne = (1= pdne_q + ge,
where g, denotes the number of new hires in period t. We assume that there is full

income sharing among workers, following Merz (1995) and many others. Hence, we
preserve our setup without heterogeneity among young agents.

Firms are either matched with a worker or are inactive. The equity value of an active firm
is given by:

Vi=0—-w+(1- ﬁs)[EtAt,t+1Vt+1' (18)

where w; is the real wage, 6 is worker productivity, and A; ., is the stochastic discount
factor of the owner of the firms. Inactive firms may search on the labor market for a
worker after posting a vacancy, which comes at a flow cost y, per period. If the firm is
successful in finding a worker, the firm pays a fixed cost y; to hire the worker. The latter
cost represents all hiring costs that are not proportional to the duration of the vacancy,
such as training costs, see Pissarides (2009). Creating an inactive firm is costless which
gives rise to the following free-entry condition:

Xo
/1_t+X1 S th

32 We set { = 0 in this model version, i.e. there is no disutility from work. We do not model unemployment benefits.
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where A; € 0,1] is the probability of filling a vacancy. The free-entry condition states that
the total (expected) cost of activating a firm cannot exceed the equity value. We calibrate
the model such that the condition holds with equality at all times. Given a number of
vacancies and a number of searchers, the total number of new matches follows from an
aggregate matching function given by g, = vs#v}~%where v, is the aggregate number
of vacancies, v is a scaling’s parameter and a is the elasticity of the number of new
matches with respect to the number of searchers. The probability of filling vacancy is given

by A; = %. We assume the real wage is fixed, i.e. w, = w < 6.33 Further, we assume that
t

firms use the young agents’ stochastic discount factor.34:3°

4.9 ABSENCE OF WEALTH EFFECTS IN A
REPRESENTATIVE AGENT MODEL

A special case of our model is obtained when we set the death probability to one, i.e. p,, =
1. In this case, agents immediately die upon retirement and old agents are effectively
removed from the model. Given the absence of heterogeneity among young agents, the
model becomes observationally equivalent to one with an infinitely-lived representative
household with a subjective discount factor equal to f§ = (1 —p,). Without
heterogeneity among households, shocks to monetary policy do not create net wealth
effects and do not impact on real economic activity. This subsection explains why this is
the case, using arguments that closely follow Sidrauski (1967), Barro (1978) and Weil
(1991).

Consider the baseline model with p, = 1.3¢ We assume that non-durables, durables and
real money balances enter the utility function separably. In particular, we assume the
following logarithmic preferences: U(c,d, m) = Inc + nlnd + pulnm;, wheren,u > 0 are
preference parameters. This special case is useful to understand the role of household
heterogeneity in the transmission of monetary policy, as several analytical results can be
derived. The first result is:

Result 1. Monetary policy is neutral with respect to real activity in the representative agent
model.

33 We normalize 6 to obtain a steady-state wage of one, as in the baseline model.

Ui
Uze

is not very restrictive since it can be shown that the stochastic discount factor of all households is the same to a first-order

approximation.

35 Consistent with this assumption we assume that agents sell off all firm their equity upon retirment. The budget constraint of a young

agent becomes: ¢, + d, + m; + b, + Vi (x, — (1 — p)xe_1) = a, + (8 — wp)x, + wn, + 129 + 75, where x, is the amount of firm

equity held by the household. The aggregate supply of firm equity is equal to n,.

36 We focus on the baseline model for simplicity. It is straightforward to show that the same results are obtained in a representative

agent version of the model with search and matching frictions.

y
3 Thus, the firms’ discount factor is given by Ay 41 = B(1 — p, forn 4 Bp.(1—py)

oY, This assumption simplifies the analysis but
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The arguments for the monetary neutrality follow Sidrauski (1967). The representative
agents’ first-order conditions for durables and labor supply, and the aggregate resource
constraint are, respectively:

Uee = Uge + E(l - 5)EtUc,t+1' 19)
Uer = hi, (20)
Ct + dt = h’t + (1 - 6)dt_1, (21)

1 . — .
where U, = = Uge = dl and fort = 0,1, ... Given an initial level of durables and given
t

t
that the utility function is separable in its arguments, these three equations pin down the

equilibrium solution paths for c;, d¢, and h; in any period t without any reference to
variables related to monetary policy. Given this solution it is straightforward to pin down
output and the real interest rate as well.

Next, we consider the wealth effects of monetary policy shocks and derive the following
key result:

Result 2. Changes in monetary policy do not create net wealth effects in the representative
agent model.

To arrive at this result, consider the government’s consolidated (expected) present value
budget constraint. The Appendix demonstrates that this constraint can be written as:

Ts _ mt_l—(1+rt_1)(btg_1+bfkl
N mS -
1+7g 1+

E¢Yoze D + E; Yo, Dsff' (22)

s—1 14+Tk4q

where D, = [[;2 is the agent’s valuation of one unit of nominal wealth received
S k=t 1+71g

in period s >t, D, =1, and 7¥ = vp,tf! + v(1 — p,)7) is the total transfer to the
household sector in period t. The left-hand side of Equation (22) represents the expected
Tt

present value of government income, in real terms. Here, o M is the opportunity cost
t

that households pay for holding money. This cost to the households represents a source
of income to the government, which enjoys an interest-free liability. The left-hand side of
the equation represents the present value of this income to the government. The right
hand side captures the present value of government liabilities. The first term represents
the real value of the outstanding stock of money and government debt, whereas the
second term is the present value of transfers to households, another liability to the

government.

Importantly, both components of government liabilities are a source of wealth to the
household. Equation (22) makes clear that a monetary shock can affect household wealth
via two channels. First, it can trigger a change in current inflation, r;, affecting the real
value of wealth held in nominal assets by the households. Second, monetary policy shocks
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can affect the present value of transfers to households, via Central Bank remittances to
the Treasury.

The Appendix demonstrates that the left hand side of Equation (22) does not respond to

monetary policy shocks. In particular, from Result 1 it follows that both D and Jr—srms,
S

with s > 1, remain constant. It follows that the right-hand side of the equation remains
constant as well. Thus, monetary policy shocks have no net wealth effects on households:
any downward (upward) revaluation of nominal wealth due to a change in the price level
is exactly offset by an increase (decline) in the present value of transfers. This insight is
closely related to the seminal work of Barro (1978) and was spelled out by Weil (1991) in
the context of a monetary model.

QU ANTITATIVE SIMULATIONS

In this Section we analyze the effects of open market operations in our model using
numerical simulations. Before doing so we specify the details of household preferences
and the monetary policy rule. We assume that the utility function is a CES basket of non-
durables, durables and money, nested in a CRRA function:

Ulcon diomes) X1
Citr AipyMie) = —
Lty it Lt 1 -0 )
&
e-1 e-1 e=17e=1
— & & &
Xit = |¢; ¢ +nd;; +um; , (23)

where g,0,n,u > 0. Here, ¢ is the elasticity of substitution between non-durables,
durables and money, o is the coefficient of relative risk aversion, and 1 and u are
parameters giving utility weights to durables and money, respectively. Computation of the
dynamic equilibrium path seems complicated due to the high dimensionality of the
aggregate state [;. In the Appendix we show that solving the model using a standard first-
order perturbation (linearization) method is nonetheless straightforward under the above
preference specification.?’

The Central Bank is assumed to set the money supply according to the following process:

M
Mi_q

37 In particular, we exploit the properties of first-order perturbation and show that the implied certainty equivalence with respect to
the aggregate state allows us to express the decision rules of the old agents as linear functions of their wealth levels. This in turn implies
that aggregation is straightforward and that only the distribution of wealth between between old agents and young agents is relevant
for aggregate outcomes.
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where z; is an exogenous shock process to the rate of nominal money growth, assumed
to be of the following form:

zp =M —m,_y) +&,¢ €(0,1), (25)

where &; is an i.i.d. shock innovation and m is the steady-state value of real money
balances. A positive shock increases the money supply on impact. The above feedback

rule implies that this increase is gradually reversed in subsequent periods when ¢ €
(0,1).38

5.1 PARAMETER VALUES

The model period is set to one quarter. The parameter values for the baseline model and
the version with search and matching frictions are presented in Table 1.

Baseline model. The subjective discount factor, 5, is set to 0.9732 which implies an
annual real interest rate of 4 percent in the deterministic steady state. The steady state
real interest rate is lower than the subjective discount rate, 1/ — 1, due to the
retirement savings motive arising in the presence of incomplete insurance markets. The
durable preference parameter 77 is chosen to target a steady-state consumption spending
ratio of 20 percent on durables. To set the money preference parameter, we target a
qguarterly money velocity, defined as % of 1.8. The intratemporal elasticity of substitution

between non-durables, durables and money, ¢, is set equal to one, as is the coefficient of
relative risk aversion, o . These two parameter settings imply that money and
consumption enter the utility function additively in logs. Hence, our benchmark results
are not driven by non-separability of money and consumption in the utility function. In
the baseline model, we set the Frisch elasticity of labor supply k equal to one following
many macro studies. (We shut down the labour supply response in the extension.) The
parameter scaling the disutility of labor, {, is set so as to normalize aggregate quarterly
output to one.

Life-cycle transition parameters are set to imply a life expectancy of 60 years, with an
expected 40 years of working life and expected 20 years of retirement. Accordingly, we
set p, = 0.0063 and p, = 0.0125 which imply v = 0.6677. The depreciation rate of
durables, 6, is set to 0.04 following Baxter (1996). The initial level of government debt is
set to sixty percent of annual output. For simplicity we assume that the Central Bank starts
off without any bond holdings or debt. The shock process parameter £ is set to 0.2 which
implies that the half life of the response for the nominal interest rate is about 2.5 years.

38 In equilibrium, both real an nominal money balances increase following the shock. Also, the rule implies that the net rate of inflation
is zero in the steady state.
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Model with search and matching frictions. The calibration of the model with search and
matching friction targets the same steady-state values for the interest rate, the durables
spending ratio, and money velocity as the baseline model. Accordingly, £, n and u are set
to, respectively, 0.0049, 0.31 and 0.0049. The labour utility parameters k and ¢ are
irrelevant in the search and matching version. Instead, four parameter pertaining to the
labour market frictions are calibrated: «, x,, x1 and {. The matching function elasticity, «,
is set to 0.5, a conventional value in the search and matching literature. The other three
parameters are set to hit three steady-state targets. The first target is a steady-state
unemployment rate of 5 percent. Second, we target the ratio of the vacancy cost to the
fixed cost of hiring, x1/x0, equal to 10, which is the mid point of the range considered by
Pissarides (2009). Finally, set we set { to 0.7, which delivers a vacancy filling probability of
0.74, in line with Den Haan, Ramey and Watson (2000). Finally, the persistence parameter,
¢, isset to 0.4, in order to obtain a degree of persistence in the nominal interest rate that
is similar to the baseline model. All other parameter values are the same as in the baseline
model.

Table 1: Parameter values for the baseline and the Search and Matching (SaM)

model
baseline | SaM description motivation
a3 0.9732 0.9755 | subjective discount factor 4% s.s. anmual interest rate
n | 0.31 0.31 durables preference param. 209 s.s. spending on durables (NIPA)
i | 0.0068 | 0.0049 | money preference param. 1.5 s.5. M2 velocity {i} (FRB/NIPA)
o |1 1 coef. rel. risk aversion convention literature
€ 1 1 intratemp. elast. of subst. convention literature
[ 1 - . elasticity labour supply  convention literature
G 0.3795 - disutility of labor normalize agg. output to one
P, | 0.0063 | 0.0063 | ageing probability avg duration working life 40 vears
fe | 00125 | 0.0125 | death probability avg duration retirement 20 years
a | 0.04 0.04 depreciation rate durables Baxter (1996)
J'Jg -2.4 -24 mitial bonds Treasury government debt 60% of annual output
beb |0 0 initial bondsCentral Bank no initial central bank debt/bonds
£ 0.2 0.4 coeflicient monetary rule half life nominal interest rate 2.5 vears
Xo | — 0.0044 | variable hiring cost X1/Xg = 10 (Pissarides (2009))
X1 |- 0.0004 | fixed hiring X1/ vp = 10 (Pissarides (2009))
fat - 0.5 matching function elasticity  convention search hiterature
v - 0.7 scaling matching function vacancy filling probability .74
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5.2 THE DYNAMIC EFFECTS OF OPEN MARKET
OPERATIONS

Figure 2 presents the responses to an expansionary monetary policy shock, implemented
using open market operations. The blue lines show the responses in the baseline model
whereas the red lines show the responses when labour market frictions are added. The
magnitude of the shock is scaled to imply a reduction in the nominal interest rate of about
75 basis points.

Figure 2: Responses to an Expansionary Monetary Policy Shock in the Baseline
Model and the Model with Search and Matching Frictions.
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First consider the baseline model. Following the monetary expansion, the price level
increases.? In the periods after the initial shock, the nominal interest rate and the price
level gradually revert back to their initial levels, which happens as a result of the reversion
in the monetary policy rule. The monetary expansion increases aggregate output on
impact. The responses of durables and non-durables make clear that this increase in
output is entirely driven by an increase in expenditures on durables. Non-durables decline
on impact, although the magnitude of the response is much smaller than the response of
durables. Finally, there is a decline in the real value of public debt (i.e. debt issued by the
Treasury), which mirrors the increase in prices and which reflects a financial gain for the
government at the expense of the public due to a revaluation of its debt.*°

Introducing search and matching frictions significantly increases the persistence of the
response of durables expenditures. Further, the response of non-durable expenditures
turns positive soon after the initial shock. Thus, adding search and matching frictions
renders the responses of consumption expenditures more in line with the empirical
responses. Further, the output response is more persistent and displays a hump shape.
The responses of the nominal interest rate, prices and public debt, by contrast, are very
similar to the baseline model.

Figure 3 plots several variables that provide insight into the impact of monetary policy
shocks as well as their endogenous propagation over time. The real interest rate, plotted
in the upper left panel, declines in both models, reflecting an increased desire to save. The
top right panel plots the transfer to the young households as a fraction of output, which
on impact increases by about 0.6 - 0.7 percent, after which it gradually reverts back to the
steady state. Thus, the government gradually remits its financial gains from the monetary
expansion back to the households.

39 The intuition for the price increase is standard. As the central bank buys government bonds, it increases the amount of money in
circulation. Since agents’ utility is concave in real money holdings, they are induced to substitute some of the extra cash for
consumption goods. The increased demand for goods in turn drives up prices, which dampens the demand increase as it reduces the
real value of money holdings.

40 A second financial gain for the government stems from a downward revaluation of the outstanding stock of money, which is a liability
to the government alongside debt.
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Figure 3: Responses to an Expansionary Monetary Policy Shock in the Baseline
Model and the Model with Search and Matching Frictions.
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The middle two panels show the responses of consumption by the young, whereas the
bottom panels show the consumption responses of the young vis-a-vis the old agents.
Relative to the old, consumption of durables and non-durables by the young increases in
both models. All households face a reduction in their real wealth due to the increase in
prices, but the old are not compensated by an increase in transfers; hence, they lose
relative to the young.*! In absolute terms, consumption of durables by the young
increases as well. The response of non-durables expenditures by the young is slightly
negative in the baseline model, but positive in the model with search and matching
frictions.

To understand effects of monetary policy on real activity more deeply, first consider the
baseline model. The increase in prices creates a negative wealth effect to the households

41 Additionally, for old agents wealth is the only source of income, whereas the young agents also receive wage income, which in real
terms is not directly affected by inflation. This is another reason why the young agents are less vulnerable to inflation.
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as it reduces the real value of their money and bond holdings, who are only partly
compensated via an increase in (expected) government transfers. Thus, the policy shock
reduces the households’ permanent income levels. Further, households become less well
insured against idiosyncratic shocks after a decline in the value of their assets. These
effects induce the households to consume less and enjoy less leisure, that is, to work more,
in order to re-build their savings. However, the aggregate resource constraint, Equation
(14), makes clear that in equilibrium it is not possible for the household sector as a whole
to reduce both consumption expenditures and work more, since the additional labour
effort generates more output. Thus, while the household sector desires to save a larger
fraction of the real income that it generates through production, it is not possible to
increase its aggregate holdings of bonds since the economy is closed and the
government’s financial position is determined by its policies. However, it is possible for
households to save more by accumulating more durables, which are partly consumption
goods and partly assets. This implies a substitution from non-durables expenditures
towards durables expenditures. Thus, the negative wealth effect triggered by a monetary
expansion induces households to work more and save more for retirement, which leads
to an expansion in output and a substitution of consumption towards durables.

In the model with search and matching frictions, the labour supply channel is absent and
aggregate output is determined by firms’ hiring decisions. In this economy, the household
sector can increase real savings not only through consumer durables, but also via
investment in firm equity. An increased desire to save among households pushes up the
market value of the firms, which encourages vacancy posting and boosts employment.*?
Thus, in this version of the model aggregate output increases because of an increase in
labor demand rather than in labor supply. Further, aggregate output dynamics are
governed by the employment rate, which is a slow-moving state variable which adds to
the degree of endogenous persistence in the model.

5.3 HELICOPTER DROPS

We now contrast the effects of open market operations to the effects of shocks in an
alternative economy in which monetary policy is implemented using “helicopter drops” of
money. In the interest of space, we present the results for the modified version of the
model with labour market frictions (results for the baseline model paint a similar picture).
By a helicopter drop we mean an expansion in the money supply that is not accompanied
by an increase in Central Bank bond holdings, but rather by an outright transfer to the

2 From Equation (18) it can be seen that an increase in the discount factor, A; .4, leads to an increase in the firm value, V. The free-
entry condition dictates that an increase in V, must be offset by a decline in A,,the rate at which vacancies are filled. From the matching
function it the follows that hiring increases.
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Treasury.*? It then follows that the total transfer from the Treasury to the households is
given by its interest earnings on bond holdings (which can be negative) plus the change in
the money supply. In real terms, the transfer to the households becomes:

_ Memn | Temabely n _ y — )0
m; + =vp,Tf +v(1 — p,)t; + (1 —Vv)7§ (26)

1+7me 1+

We assume again that helicopter drops are gradually reversed after the initial shock,
following the same feedback rule as used in the economy with market operations.**

Figures 4 plots the responses for the economy with helicopter drops, together with those
for the economy with open market operations. Note first that the response of the nominal
interest rate is virtually the same as it was before in the case of OMO. The figures show
that although response of prices to the helicopter drop is comparable to the one in our
economy with OMO, the effects on real economic outcomes are drastically different. In
particular, with helicopter drops output and durable expenditures decline following an
expansion of the money supply, whereas the real interest rate increases several periods
after the shock. Thus, the transmission of monetary policy depends importantly on the
operating procedures of the Central Bank and the associated monetary-fiscal
arrangements.

43 Consequently, b remains zero at all times.
4 For comparability, we do not re-scale the magnitude of the shock relative to the benchmark model.
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Figure 4: Responses to an Expansionary Monetary Policy Shock in the Model with
Search and Matching Frictions: OMO versus Helicopter Drops.
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The response of government transfers, plotted in the lower right panel, reveals why the
effects of a monetary expansion are so different when helicopter drops are used. Upon
impact, there is a large one-time positive transfer with a magnitude of about 1.5 percent
of annual GDP. This transfer more than offsets negative revaluation of households’ assets,
which can be seen from Equation 26.%> Thus, the household sector now gains following
the expansion, at the expense of the government. After the initial shock, the increase in
the money supply is gradually reversed by a series of small interventions in the opposite
direction, which lower the transfers to households relative to the steady state. Thus, the
households who are alive when the shock hits enjoy on aggregate a favorable net
redistribution: they receive the entire initial transfer while part of the costs are borne by

. - . - _1bf
% To see this explicitly, note that the the change in vp, T} + v(1 — po)‘rf + (1 —-v)T - T:nl - % = m, captures the effect of the
t t

transfer on households’ wealth, net of the negative revaluation of households’ nominal assets. Given that real money balances, m,,
increases following the intervention, this net effect is positive.
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future generations. Note that under OMO the exact opposite is true. As a result, the
transmission mechanism is reversed when helicopter drops are used.

6 CONCLUDING REMARKS

We study the redistributive and aggregate effects of monetary policy in an economy in
which the government is a large net debtor. An expansionary open market operation
causes a downward revaluation of public debt and a negative wealth effect in the private
sector, as households’ revaluation losses are not fully compensated by fiscal rebates.
Households respond to the fall in wealth by increasing their saving rate, which pushes
down the real interest rate. Lower interest rates generate a substitution towards durable
goods, causing a boom in the durable good sector. In the baseline model, aggregate hours
worked increase due to a labour supply effect. With search and matching frictions,
aggregate hours increase as firms post more vacancies. In all, the expansionary OMO
causes an increase in output driven by the durable good sector. This response, together
with the redistributive effects embedded in the model are consistent with the empirical
evidence on the effects of monetary interventions in the US economy.

Our model thus offers a setting consistent with i) the way in which Central Banks affects
the policy rate; ii) empirical estimates on how such changes affects the macroeconomy
and more specifically, the durable good sector and the real value of public debt; and iii)
empirical evidence on the distributional effects of monetary policy. Our results address
the challenge posed by Barsky, House and Kimball (2007), who pointed out to a
counterfactual prediction of the standard New Keynesian representative-agent model
with durable goods. The mechanism emphasized in our model can thus be used to
complement the workhorse New Keynesian model in monetary policy analyses.

The model also shows that implementation matters: specifically, expansionary OMO can
have sharply different effects from helicopter drops. We stress that in economies with a
largely indebted government sector, monetary policy can have significant fiscal
repercussions and it is hence important to take them into account to fully understand the
effect of monetary interventions. Understanding how the government redistributes its
losses or windfallsthrough spending, investment and taxes is important and we plan to
study this second round of redistributions in future work.

REFERENCES

Adam, K. and J. Zhu (2014). “Price Level Changes and the Redistribution of Nominal Wealth
Across the Euro Area”, Journal of the European Economic Association, forthcoming.

30



Aguiar, M. and E. Hurst (2013). “ Deconstructing Life Cycle Expenditures,” Journal of
Political Economy,121(3), 437 - 492.

Algan, Y., O. Allais, E. Challe, and X. Ragot (2012). “Monetary Shocks under Incomplete
Markets”, mimeo.

Alvarez, F. and F. Lippi (2012). “Persistent liquidity effect and long run money demand”,
American Economic Journal: Macroeconomics, forthcoming.

Auclert, A. (2014). “Monetary Policy and the Redistribution Channel”, mimeo.

Barro, R. J. (1974). “Are Government Bonds Net Wealth?”, Journal of Political Economy,
82(6), 1095-1117.

Barsky, R. B., C. House and M. Kimball (2007). “Sticky-price Models and Durable Goods”,
American Economic Review, 97(3), 984—-998.

Baxter, M. (1996). “Are Consumer Durables Important for Business Cycles?”, Review of
Economics and Statistics, 78(1), 147-55.

Bernanke, B. S. and M. Gertler (1995). “Inside the Black Box: the Credit Channel of
Monetary Policy Transmission”, Journal of Economic Perspectives, 9, 27-48.

Bernanke, B. and |. Mihov (1998). “Measuring Monetary Policy”, Quarterly Journal of
Economics, 113, 315-334.

Bernanke, B., J. Boivin, and P.S. Eliasz (2005). “Measuring the Effects of Monetary Policy:
A Factor-augmented Vector Autoregressive (FAVAR) Approach”, Quarterly Journal of
Economics, 120(1), 387-422.

Bils, M. and P. Klenow (2004). “Some evidence on the Importance of Sticky Prices”, Journal
of Political Economy, 112, 947-985.

Calvo, G. (1983). “Staggered Prices in a Utility-Maximizing Framework”, Journal of
Monetary Economics, 12, 383-398.

Castelnuovo, E. and P. Surico (2010). “Monetary Policy, Inflation Expectations and the
Price Puzzle”, Economic Journal, 120(549), 1262-1283.

Christiano, L., M. Eichenbaum and C. Evans (2005). “Nominal Rigidities and the Dynamic
Effects of a Shock to Monetary Policy”, Journal of Political Economy, 113, 1-45.

Coibion, 0., Y. Gorodnichenko, L. Kueng, and J. Silvia (2012). “Innocent Bystanders?
Monetary Policy and Inequality in the U.S.”, Berkeley manuscript.

Danthine, J., J. Donaldson and L. Smith (1987). “On the Superneutrality of Money in a

III

Stochastic Dynamic Macroeconomic Model”, Journal of Monetary Economics, 20, 475-499.

31



Den Haan, W.J, G. Ramey and J. Watson (2000). “Job Destruction and the Propagation of
Shocks”, American Economic Review, 90(3), 482-498.

Doepke, M. and M. Schneider (2006a). “Inflation and the Redistribution of Nominal
Wealth”, Journal of Political Economy, 114(6), 1069-1097.

Doepke, M. and M. Schneider (2006b). “Aggregate Implications of Wealth Redistribution:
The Case of Inflation”, Journal of the European Economic Association, 4, 493-502.

Fischer, S. (1979). “Capital Accumulation on the Transition Path in a Monetary Optimizing
Model”, Econometrica, 47, 1433-1439.

Gertler, M. (1999). “Government Debt and Social Security in a Life-Cycle Economy”,
Carnegie-Rochester Conference on Public Policy, 50, 61-110.

Gertler, M. and P. Karadi (2015). “Monetary Policy Surprises, Credit Costs, and Economic
Activity”, American Economic Journal: Macroeconomics, 7(1), 44-76.

Gornemann, N., K. Kuester and M. Nakajima (2012). “Monetary Policy with
Heterogeneous Agents”, Philadelphia Fed Working Paper 12-21.

Grossman, S. and L. Weiss (1983). “A transactions-based model of the monetary
transmission mechanism”, American Economic Review, 73(5), 871-80.

Gurkaynak, R., B. Sack and E. T. Swanson (2005). “Do Actions Speak Louder Than Words?
The Response of Asset Prices to Monetary Policy Actions and Statements”, International
Journal of Central Banking, 1, 55-93.

Holz-Eakin, D., D. Joulfaian, and H.S. Rosen (1993). “The Carnegie Conjecture: Some
Empirical Evidence”, Quarterly Journal of Economics, 108 (2), 413-435.

Imbens, G.W., D. B. Rubin and B.l. Sacerdote (2001). “Estimating the Effect of Unearned
Income on Labor Earnings, Savings, and Consumption: Evidence from a Survey of Lottery
Players”, American Economic Review, 91(4), 778-794.

Ireland, P. (2005). “The Liquidity Trap, The Real Balance Effect, and the Friedman Rule”,
International Economic Review, 46(4), 1271-1301.

Klenow, P. and B. Malin (2011). “Microeconomic Evidence on Price-Setting”, in: Friedman
B. and M. Woodford (eds), Handbook of Monetary Economics, 3A, Elsevier, 231-284.

Lippi, F., S. Ragni and N. Trachter (2013). “State dependent monetary policy”, EIEF
manuscript.

McKay, A. and R. Reis (2013). “The Role of Automatic Stabilizers in the U.S. Business Cycle”,
working paper.

32



Mertens, K. and M.O. Ravn (2013). “The Dynamic Effects of Personal and Corporate
Income Tax Changes in the United States”, American Economic Review, 103(4): 1212-47.

Meh, C., J.V. Ros-Rull and Y. Terajima, “Aggregate and Welfare Effects of Redistribution of
Wealth Under Inflation and Price-Level Targeting”, Journal of Monetary Economics, 57(6),
637-652.

Merz, M. (1995). “Search in the Labor Market and the Real Business Cycle”, Journal of
Monetary Economics, 36, 269-300.

Olivei, G. and S. Tenreyro (2007). “The Timing of Monetary Policy Shocks”, American
Economic Review, 97 (3), 636-663.

Pissarides, C. (2009). “The Unemployment Volatility Puzzle: Is Wage Stickiness The
Answer?”, Econometrica, 77(5), 1339-1369.

Ravn, M. and V. Sterk (2013). “Job Uncertainty and Deep Recessions”, working paper.

Rotemberg, J. (1984). “A Monetary Equilibrium Model with Transactions Costs”, Journal
of Political Economy, 92(1), 40-58.

Schabert, A. (2004). “Interactions of Monetary and Fiscal Policy via Open Market
Operations”, Economic Journal, 114, C186-C206.

Schmitt-Grohé, S. and M. Uribe (2004). “ Solving Dynamic General Equilibrium Models
Using a Second-order Approximation to the Policy Function,” Journal of Economic
Dynamics and Control, 28(4), 755-775.

Sidrauski, M. (1967). “Rational Choice and Patterns of Growth in a Monetary Economy”,
American Economic Review, 57, 534-544.,

Wallace, N. (1981). “A Modigliani-Miller Theorem for Open Market Operations”. American
Economic Review, 71, 267-274.

Weil, P. (1991). “Is Money Net Wealth?”, International Economic Review, 32, 37-53.

Wong, A. (2014). “Population Aging and the Aggregate Effects of Monetary Policy”,
Northwestern manuscript.

Woodford, M. (2012). “Methods of Policy Accommodation at the Interest-Rate Lower
Bound”, Jackson Hole symposium paper.

33



APPENDIX

In this Appendix we present additional evidence supplementing the empirical results,
provide full derivation of the model equations and study extensions of the model that
allow for search and matching frictions in the labour market as well as wage rigidity.

A. THE RESPONSE OF DIFFERENT DEMOGRAPHIC
GROUPS

Wong (2014) explores de response of expenditures to monetary policy shocks by different
demographic groups. In this Section, we replicate her results and decompose
expenditures in durables and nondurables to check the soundness of our model. We find
that nondurable expenditures respond very little to monetary policy expansions, as in the
aggregate results—and consistent with our model. This is true for all demographic groups.
Durable good expenditures are the key variable responding to monetary interventions.
Consistent with our model, we find that the increase in expenditures during a monetary
expansion is almost entirely driven by the response of young people; hence as in the
model we present, the relative response of durables by the young vis-a-vis the old,
increases significantly following an expansion. In what follows, we describe the data and
approach.

A.1l. Data

The longitudinal data is based on the microdata of the consumer expenditure survey
obtained from the ICPSR at the University of Michigan for years 1980-20074°. Each
household is surveyed for 4 subsequent quarters, where they report monthly
expenditures at a disaggregated level. Information about the household demographics
and finances are also available. Following Aguiar and Hurst (2012), only households that
respond for all quarters (that is, with at least 12 months of data) are kept. Moreover, we
keep only urban households, as rural households were not surveyed in the first covered
years. This leaves a total of about 80,000 households.

Our measure of durables includes residential investments and other long-term
expenditures such as vehicle purchases (new cars, parts) or recreational equipment.
Nondurables include services as well as food, alcohol, tobacco, clothing, fossils
consumption, and other miscellaneous categories.

The identified monetary policy shocks were obtained through the methodology of Romer
and Romer (2004), extended up to 2007.

46 The CEX data is available up to 2012, but the analysis here is restricted to take place before 2007.
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A.2. Method

We run the following regression:

20

Alny; = Bsmps;_s + Dummies + e;;

s=0
Where the left hand-side is the log-change in consumption for household i at time t,
mps;_ is the monetary policy shock at t with s lags, and dummies include household and
cohort (the year of birth) fixed-effects, as well as family size, the only demographic
variable whose coefficient is significant. As we work in log-changes, we compute the
cumulative IRF, that is, the cumulative sum of the beta coefficients. For the 95 percent
confidence interval band, we follow Romer & Romer (2004)’s Monte Carlo approach in
that we draw 10,000 coefficients from a multivariate normal distribution with mean
vector and variance-covariance matrix from the OLS regression. For each of these draws,
the cumulative IRF is computed, and the 2.5 and 97.5 quantiles are kept to produce the
bands of the confidence interval. Then, this regression is run for the entire cohort, and for
different age groups.

A.3. Results

The responses of household expenditures to expansionary monetary policy shocks
suggest that the increase in consumption is triggered mainly by young households (25-34),
as is shown in Figure A4. More specifically, the increase is preliminary due to the durable
good response, as Figure A5 indicates.
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Figure Al: Response of Total Expenditures by Age Group
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Note: The plots show the response of total expenditures to an identified monetary policy shock using Romer and
Romer dates. Shaded areas show 90 percent confidence bands.

36



Figure A2: Response of Durable and Non-durable Good Expenditures by Age Group
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Note: The plots show the response of durable and non-durable good expenditures to an identified monetary policy
shock using Romer and Romer dates. Shaded areas show 90 percent confidence bands.

B. MODEL DERIVATIONS

This Section derives the present-value budget constraint of the government and provides
details on the model and the solution strategy.
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B.1 The government’s budget constraint

The consolidated government budget constraint in real terms can be written as:

1+r m
Ton G +b2) -

bf + bf® —m Tm

where 8 = vp, Tt + v(1 — po)rf + (1 —v)t? is the total transfer to the households.
We now derive the present-value government budget constraint, see also Ireland (2005).
Define:
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and use this definition to express the period-t budget constraint as:
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;ril D1 = Ds. Consider budget constraint

Also, define D as in the main text note that

for period s and multiply both sides by D, ;:

g Ts
Ds11@511 = Ds | @5 — 75 +1+T‘ mg ).
s

Sum all constraints from period t to infinity:

oo

g Ts
; Dsp1@Wg4q = D (g — Ts + 147, mg ),
Ss=

s=t

where we impose the limit condition }.3°,, Ds;w, = 0. Finally, rearrange to obtain:

ZD( _Tg) me_ 1_(1+Tt 1)(bg1+b
s 1+rs 1+m,

s=t

Furthermore, in the representative agent version of the model we can express the
household’s first-order condition for money and bonds, respectively, as:

u..=U,,+BE,——U
ct m,t ﬁ t1+7Tt+1 c,t+1

1+7
ﬁ]Et 1 + UC,t+1

which can be combined as:
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1+

Uet = mit
Te

Under the logarithmic preferences assumed in Section 3.1.8 this equation becomes uc; =

—J:r m;. Given that non-durable consumption is not affected by monetary policy in the
t

representative agent version, it follows that 1T+—trmt is not affected either.
t

B.2 Solving the model

The modelis solved using first-order perturbation (linearization). This part of the Appendix
describes the first-order conditions for the optimization problems of the individuals and
discusses aggregation of the individuals’ choices.

Old agents and aggregation.

Although the model features a representative young agent, there is wealth heterogeneity
among the old agents. Typically, dynamic models with a large number of heterogeneous
agents are challenging to solve. For our model, however, it turns out that the decision
rules of the old are linear in wealth, which implies that aggregation is straightforward.
Hence we can solve for aggregates without reference to the distribution of wealth among
old agents. Wealth heterogeneity between young and old agents, however, is a key factor
driving aggregate dynamics.

We exploit that the use of first-order perturbation implies certainty equivalence (see
Schmitt-Grohé and Uribe, 2004). As a consequence, first-order approximations to the
equilibrium laws of motion of the model coincide with those obtained for a version
without aggregate uncertainty. %’ In what follows, we therefore omit expectations
operators.*

The first-order conditions for the choices of durables, money and bonds by an old
household i can be written, respectively, as:

Uc,i,t = Ud,i,t + ﬁ(l - px)(]- - 6) Uc,i,t+1f

ﬁ(l - px)
Ueit = Umit + ——F—Ucit+1s
1+mesq
U _BA-p)(A+1)
= i1
cit 1+ Tiq cit+
. - . — Cit — digt — M — bit
Now introduce four auxiliary variables y.;+ = ==, Vit = == VYm,it = ——and yp; = —.
™ Aie 7 Qi " At " At

The crucial step is to show that there are four restrictions that pindown y.; ¢, Yait, Vmiit

47 Both versions preserve idiosyncratic uncertainty.
48 Alternatively, one could first linearize the model equations and then perform the steps described below.
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and y,, ; + as functions of only aggregate variables. To find these coefficients, first combine

the first-order conditions to obtain:
Ueiv =Ugir +(1=6)(1+ 7Tt+1)(Uc,i,t - Um,i,t)

Ugiv = 1+ rt)(Uc,i,t - Um,i,t)

Under the assumed nested CES preferences we obtain:

e-1 e-1 e-11eg—7 1. _ 1 &=

— & _— E pe—
Ueie = xi,tog_—l Cltg +nd,f +um;; < ot
—oeg+l -1
=%, Gy
—o&e+1l -1
Ugie =%, r]dlt )
—og+1 -1
Unit = X; € ,uml.ft.
The combined first-order conditions become:
__1 —1 -1 -1
VClt m’dlt+(1 6)(1+T[t+1)< Clt_‘uymlt> (27)
—_1 it -1
czt =1 +7) ( Yeit Myrrii,t) (28)
To get the third restriction, consider the Euler equation for bonds, which can be written
as:
—o&+1 —_1
( xi,t ) € ( Ci,t )8 — B(l_px)(l‘”'t) (29)
Xit+1 Cit+1 (1+7T¢41)
Ym,it (1+Tt)'yb,i,t P
and use the fact that a; ;.1 = <(1 NVaie + v + v )ai_t to write:
Cit Vit
Cit+1 Ym,it (L+71)Vb,ie
Yeit+1 <(1 Vit + T+ peq T i1
&
&1 &1 &1 e—1
X; V-g FNVie T Wy 1
it cit d,it m,i,t
- -1 8—1 e—1
Xit+1 — — _ Ym,it (1 +1)Vbie
Vam FMWaiers T Wmieen/ ] A= Waie ¥ T 2% " Trm,,

The budget constraint gives the fourth restriction since it can be written as:

YeitQit T VaitQic T VmitQit T Vb,itQit = Qi
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or:

Yeit ¥ Vait + Vmic + Voic =1 (30)

Equations (27)-(30) pin down ¥ ;¢ Vait» Ymit and yp ;¢ as functions of only aggregate
variables, as we have substituted out individual wealth from all the equations. Hence we
can omit individual i-subscripts for these variables. Given the average wealth level among
old agents, a?, we can now compute averages for the old agents’ decision variables as
cf =Yceag, df = Vqeaf, mg = ymeaf and b =y, caf. Note that these objects do not
depend on the distribution of wealth among old agents. Finally, we can express aggregate
wealth owned by the old agents as:

my_, + (1 +r_1)b
a?=<1—px><(1—6>d?_1+ B P

v m!_, + (1 +r_)b’
+po(1—px)m[(1—5)d¥_1 -1 t—1)Y¢— 1]

1+ Tt
Young agents.

As discussed in the main text there is effectively a representative young agent. Its first-
order conditions for the choices of labour, durables, money and bonds can be written,
respectively, as:

= Cht

UL = Vg + B = po)(1 = DUy + Bpo(l = p) (1 = UL,

— Po ( Px )
ul, = Uy, +ﬁ( — )Uyt+1+ﬁ—1+nt [y
UZ,t :ﬁ 1_po Uy +ﬁp0(1_px)
(1+r1) 1+mpy, o 1+mpy, OV

Here, Uyt and Uyt are the marginal utility of non-durables of the young and newly retired

agents, respectively, which satisfy:

—o&+l -1
Ue= () = ()
—a£+1 -1
Uge = (xt) & m(d))®
—oetl -1
me = () © w(mi)®
—a£+1 -1

Uge = (%) = (")
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where x7° [(c ) +77(dy°) +,u(m ) ] . Note that for the newly retired

agents it holds that ct = yc,tat. Finally, the wealth of a young agent can be expressed
as:

m{_l +(1+ rt_l)bf_1
1 + Tt

al = (1= py + Popx) ((1 —&d_ +

1—-v +(1+71r_1)b
1 px(<1—6>d?_1+ Ly + ))

1+7Tt

The full system.

We are now ready to collect the equations and summarize the entire model. Old agents:

-1 -1 -1 -1
Vet =0V + (1= 8) (1 + meyq) (y;t - ll)’,;f,t> (31)
-1 -1 -1
Yer = (A +1) (Vc_i - an,t) (32)
1
B(1-px)(1+1y) _ ey _ Ymit Wtroyne ) |

(1+mee) = (@) < Yet <(1 S)Yd’t + 1+4Teyq + 1+Te4q )) (33)

&

ol A et i &-1

Yei *MVay -V 1
o, = S;i't 8;1t mgf_l s [ Yme  (HTOVbe (34)
Veir1tMVafesrtWmes (1= L+mpyy 1474
S (35)
df =Varas (36)
me = Ymear (37)
by = yprar (38)
0 +(1+7e_)b
a = (1-py) ((1 - 8)dp_y + el ) (39)
t
v my_ +(1+7¢— )by_
+po(1 = p) 75| (1 = )L, + Mt el (40)
af =c +d? +m? +b? (41)
Young agents:

—o&+1 —_1

(x?) = (cf)® =¢nE (42)
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—0&+1

()7 =n(@)* +8a-p)1-8) (%) * (el,)? 3)

—o0&+1
yo

+Bpo (1 — p)(1 — 5)<x;+1> ) (Ct+1 _,

t

—0&+1

1-po x
()7 =ulm)® +A(2) () * (@)* (44)
—o&+1
" Po(1—px) (x5 © JOVE
1+, xg' t+1)
1 —o&+1
= _ (1 —po)(1+1y) (X
()7 = p g () ()7 s)
—oe+l
+B po(L—p)(1+ 1) xt+1 N (C —
1 + T[t+1 xi’ t+1
Y +(A+re_)b)_
d=<r—m+pwa(u—6wil+wl(H;”tﬁ (46)
+ 1- (1= 6)d m¢_y + (1 +1r_1)b;_4
Px 1+ T
cl +dy+m! +b) =al +h! +1} (47)
Q0 = Ve (48)
° -1 -1 &-1 e 1
L= [(Vc,tai) F0(Vaea) © + u(ymead) © ] (49)
et e
= () + (@) = +u(md) 7| (50)

Government policy:

b
Te—1(bE_,+bEPy

) = y(1 - p, )T (51)
mrfj 1+m)=1+z (52)
ze=&M—my_1) + & (53)

Market clearing:
¢t +dp =vh! +(1—8)d,—4 (54)
ct =vey + (1 —v)c? (55)

43



d; =vdy + (1 —v)d? (56)
m; =vm) + (1 —v)m? (57)
0 =bE+b® +vb! + (1 —v)b? (58)

These are 28 equations in 28 variables, being ¢;, ¢?, ¢)°, ¢!, d;, d?, d), m,, m?, m}, b?,
Y 18 pcb LY YO y yo
by, by, be®, x;, x; ", P, Ver, Yaer Ymer Vorr Ny Te, T, TF, Zg, g, and ay” . We leave out the

government’s budget constraint, which is redundant by Walras’ law.
Special cases
We present two simplifying special cases of the model.

Special case 1 (¢ = 1). When the utility elasticity € equals one, the utility function
becomes a Cobb-Douglas basket nested in a CRRA function:

(ci_tdztmft)l_a -1

1—-o0

U(cip, dipmye) =

: L % *ig *ie
and the marginal utilities become U, ;; = ——Uy;+ =1 4 and Uy, ;¢ = p——. In the
it

Ci, it mi¢

system to be solved, we correspondingly set:

xf = (c)(d})" (m})"

xl® = (")(d}°)" (m!®)"

—(14n+p)
n U
o Yer Ya VYm,t VYm,t (L+7)Vpe
o, = (1—=08)ya: + +
Yet+1) \Vae+1) \Ymit+1 1+mys 1+mq
Special case 2 (0 = ¢ = 1). When both the risk aversion coefficient ¢ and the utility
elasticity € are unity, the utility function further simplifies to:

U(cie,dir,mit) = Incie +nind; ; + plnm;

. I 1
and the marginal utilities become U, ;s =—, Ugzi¢t = L and Unit =+ we can
2] Ci,t L di,t 12 mi,t
—-oe+1 —-o&+1 —oEet+1

thereforeset (x}) ¢ = (x)°) ¢ = (@) =

1.
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